STFC Football in the Community Disability Football Festival

Last Thursday, 18th October 2007, saw over 120 children with learning and physical disabilities take part in our annual Football Festival at Devizes.  Children who attend Special Schools from all over Swindon and Wiltshire participated in the event which was held in glorious sunshine.  The Football in the Community department organised and delivered the day alongside the Wiltshire FA’s Disability Strategy.

Prior to the Festival STFC Football in the Community coaches delivered a 4-5 week coaching programme in all of the schools.  This gave the children a basic understanding of football skills and games which would enable them to compete more confidently at the Festival.

The emphasis of the day was on fun and enjoyment and also giving the footballers the opportunity to play in some competitive games.  Therefore the day was split into two sessions.  The morning session saw the children partake in a fun ‘Gladiators’ skills competition, which incorporates different football skills to complete the stations and gain points.  Also in the morning, coaches delivered shooting and ball skills sessions, where the children could apply the skills they had already learned in the 4-5 week coaching programme.

After lunch the children were then split up into small-sided games where they competed against other schools in some very entertaining, end-to-end action.

Adam Greaney, STFC Football in the Community Disability Officer, commented on the day, 

“It’s fantastic to see so many children taking part in this superb event that might not usually get the opportunity.  It’s our job to ensure that footballers of any ability get provisions for them to play the game.  It’s great to see all the children enjoying themselves and to see how they have developed their football skills over the past few weeks”.

After the small-sided games the children were all presented with a goody bag and a medal as a memento of the day, which rounded off an extremely successful and enjoyable occasion. 

Football in the Community and the Wiltshire FA’s Disability Strategy are currently delivering several sessions and are expanding and developing further opportunities for more disabled footballers.  If you would like any further information on the Festival or disability football please contact Adam Greaney on (01793) 421303.    

